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RECOMMENDED READING FOR YEAR 8 STUDENTS 

 

Abhorsen  

(series) 

 by Garth Nix 

The long-buried secrets of the Old Kingdom and the Ninth Gate are 

revealed in the sequel to Sabriel and Lirael. Orannis, the Destroyer, 

has been freed from its subterranean prison and now seeks to 

unleash its terrible powers. Only Lirael, Abhorsen-in-Waiting, has 

any chance of stopping this enemy of all Life. As she and her 

companions -- Sameth, the Disreputable Dog and Mogget -- set out 

on their fated journey, Lirael has no idea of what lies ahead. Only 

days earlier, Lirael was merely a Second Assistant Librarian. Now, 

with only a vision from the Clayr to guide her and without the 

experience of Abhorsen Sabriel and King Touchstone, she must 

search both Life and Death for some means to defeat the Destroyer. 

Before it is too late! 

 

Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn, The 

by Mark Twain 

Mark Twain's tale of a boy's picaresque journey down the 

Mississippi on a raft conveyed the voice and experience of the 

American frontier as no other work had done before. When Huck 

escapes from his drunken father and the 'sivilizing' Widow Douglas 

with the runaway slave Jim, he embarks on a series of adventures 

that draw him to feuding families and the trickery of the 

unscrupulous 'Duke' and 'Dauphin'. Beneath the exploits, however, 

are more serious undercurrents - of slavery, adult control - which 

threaten his deep and enduring friendship with Jim. 

 

After the Fire 

by Will Hill 

Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John 

likes rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because 

Father John knows the truth. He knows what is right, and what is 

wrong. He knows what is coming. But Moonbeam is starting to see 

the lies behind Father John's words. She wants him to be found out. 

What if the only way out of the darkness is to light a fire? 

 

Animal Farm:  

A Fairy Story 

by George Orwell 

‘All animals are equal. But some animals are more equal than 

others.' Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and drunken that one 

day he forgets to feed his livestock. The ensuing rebellion under the 

leadership of the pigs Napoleon and Snowball leads to the animals 

taking over the farm. Vowing to eliminate the terrible inequities of 

the farmyard, the renamed Animal Farm is organised to benefit all 

who walk on four legs. But as time passes, the ideals of the rebellion 

are corrupted, then forgotten. And something new and unexpected 

emerges... 



 

 

Anne of Green Gables 

by L.M. Montgomery 

When Anne Shirley arrives in quiet Avonlea, everyone is taken by 

surprise, particularly Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert, who had been 

expecting to adopt a boy to help on the farm - not a talkative, red-

headed orphan girl with a vivid imagination. Anne is immediately 

entranced by the beauty of Prince Edward Island, the charm of 

Green Gables, and the delightful companionship of her new 

schoolmates - all except mischievous Gilbert Blythe,who becomes 

her sworn enemy when he makes fun of her red hair.  

 

Black Beauty 

by Anna Sewell 

Black Beauty is a handsome, sweet-tempered colt with a strong 

spirit. As a young colt he is free to gallop in the fresh green 

meadows with his beloved mother, Duchess, and their kind master. 

But when his owners are forced to sell him, Black Beauty goes from 

a life of comfort and kindness to one of hard labour and cruelty. 

Bravely he works as hard as he can, suffering at the hands of men 

who treat animals badly. But Black Beauty has an unbreakable spirit 

and will, and is determined to survive... 

 

Blood Ties 

by Sophie McKenzie 

When Theo discovers the father he thought died when he was a 

baby is still alive, he's determined to find him. The clues lead him to 

lonely Rachel, who has problems of her own, including parents who 

compare her unfavourably to her long-dead sister. But when Rachel 

and Theo are attacked by men from RAGE - the Righteous Army 

against Genetic Engineering - they are rescued by strangers and 

taken to meet a mysterious figure who leads them to make startling 

discoveries about their identities, which will affect their past, 

present, and future in dramatic and life-altering ways... 

 

The Bone Sparrow 

by Zana Fraillon 

This is a beautiful, vivid and deeply moving story about a refugee 

boy who has spent his entire life living in a detention centre. 

 

Bone Talk 

by Candy Gourlay 

The Philippines, 100 years ago. A boy called Samkad wants to 

become a man. He is desperate to be given his own shield, spear 

and axe. His best friend, Luki, wants to be a warrior too - but she is a 

girl and that is forbidden. Then a new boy arrives in the village and 

everything changes. He brings news that people called 'Americans' 

are bringing war right to his home... 

 

Boy 87 

by Ele Fountain 

Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his 

best friend home from school. But one day, soldiers with guns come 

to his door - and he knows that he is no longer safe. Shif is forced to 

leave his mother and little sister,and embark on a dangerous 

journey.  Boy 87 is a gripping, uplifting tale of one boy's struggle for 

survival; it echoes the story of young people all over the world 

today. 



 

 

The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas 

by John Boyne 

Lines may divide us, but hope will unite us... Nine-year-old Bruno 

knows nothing of the Final Solution and the Holocaust. He is 

oblivious to the appalling cruelties being inflicted on the people of 

Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has been moved from 

a comfortable home in Berlin to a house in a desolate area where 

there is nothing to do and no one to play with. Until he meets 

Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel existence on the other 

side of the adjoining wire fence and who, like the other people 

there, wears a uniform of striped pyjamas. 

 

Boys Don't Cry 

by Malorie Blackman 

You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your A level results. 

University, a career as a journalist - a glittering future lies ahead. But 

when the doorbell rings it's your old girlfriend; and she's carrying a 

baby. Your baby. You're happy to look after it, just for an hour or 

two. But then she doesn't come back - and your future suddenly 

looks very different.  

 

Chinese Cinderella:  

The True Story of an 

Unwanted Daughter 

by Adeline Yen Mah 

A Chinese proverb says, "Falling leaves return to their roots." In her 

own courageous voice, Adeline Yen Mah returns to her roots to tell 

the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph in the 

face of despair.  Like the classic Cinderella story, this powerful 

memoir is a moving story of resilience and hope. 

 

The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-

time 

by Mark Haddon 

The detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is 

fifteen and has Asperger's, a form of autism. He knows a very great 

deal about maths and very little about human beings. He loves lists, 

patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and 

being touched. He has never gone further than the end of the road 

on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets 

out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside 

down. 

 

The Diary of a Young 

Girl 

by Anne Frank 

In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish 

girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into 

hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were 

betrayed to the Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in 

the 'Secret Annex' of an old office building. Cut off from the outside 

world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living 

in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and 

death. 



 

 

Divergent 

by Veronica Roth 

She turns to the future in a world that's falling apart. The No. 1 New 

York Times bestseller DIVERGENT - also a major motion picture. For 

sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when she is 

forced to make a terrible choice. Turning her back on her family, Tris 

ventures out, alone, determined to find out where she truly 

belongs. Shocked by the brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no 

one. And yet she is drawn to a boy who seems to both threaten and 

protect her. The hardest choices may yet lie ahead....  

 

Geek Girl 

by Holly Smale 

"My name is Harriet Manners, and I am a geek." Harriet Manners 

knows that a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a "jiffy" lasts 1/100th of 

a second, and the average person laughs 15 times per day. She 

knows that bats always turn left when exiting a cave and that 

peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite. But she doesn't 

know why nobody at school seems to like her. So when Harriet is 

spotted by a top model agent, she grabs the chance to reinvent 

herself.  

 

The Giver 

by Lois Lowry 

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the 

community wants for anything. Everything needed is provided. And 

at twelve years old, each member of the community has their 

profession carefully chosen for them by the Committee of Elders. 

Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was anything wrong 

with his world. But from the moment he is selected as the Receiver 

of Memory, Jonas discovers that their community is not as perfect 

as it seems. It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can find 

what has been lost. And it is only through his personal courage that 

Jonas finds the strength to do what is right... 

 

The Goldfish Boy 

by Lisa Thompson 

A story about finding friendship when you're lonely -and hope when 

all you feel is fear. Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his 

bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his time staring out of 

his window as the inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their 

business. Until the day he is the last person to see his next door 

neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he goes missing. Matthew must 

turn detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's disappearance - 

with the help of a brilliant cast of supporting characters 

 

Gone 

by Michael Grant 

Suddenly there are no adults, no answers. What would you do? In 

the blink of an eye, the world changes. The adults vanish without a 

trace, and those left must do all they can to survive. But everyone's 

idea of survival is different. Some look after themselves, some look 

after others, and some will do anything for power ...Even kill. 



 

 

The Graveyard Book 

by Neil Gaiman 

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire family, 

who would have thought it would find safety and security in the 

local graveyard? Brought up by the resident ghosts, ghouls and 

spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about life from 

the dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer still 

looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of the 

family.  

 

Harry Potter and The 

Philosopher’s Stone  

(Harry Potter series) 

by J. K. Rowling 

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters 

start dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. 

Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, 

they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on 

Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called 

Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is 

a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry.  

 

High Rise Mystery 

by Sharna Jackson 

The detective duo everyone is dying to meet! Summer in London is 

hot, the hottest on record, and there's been a murder in THE TRI: 

the high-rise home to residentknow-it-alls, Nik and Norva. Who 

better to solve the case? Armed with curiosity, home-turf 

knowledge and unlimited time - until the end of the summer 

holidays anyway. The first whodunnit in a new mystery series by 

Sharna Jackson. 

 

His Dark Materials 

(Trilogy) by Phillip 

Pullman 

It begins with a girl and her daemon.  The girl is Lyra Belacqua, an 

orphan who lives in a place like (and yet unlike) Oxford, in a parallel 

universe in which science, theology and magic are bound together 

in a sometimes dark union.   

In the opening volume, Northern Lights, Lyra finds herself bound up 

in a daring game of cat-and-mouse that will see her on the run from 

the highest authorities, hunting for the secret that lies behind the 

kidnapping of children. 

 

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide 

to the Galaxy 

by Douglas Adams 

It's the final straw for Arthur Dent, who has already had his house 

bulldozed that morning. But for Arthur, that is only the 

beginning...In the seconds before global obliteration, Arthur is 

plucked from the planet by his friend Ford Prefect - and together 

the pair venture out across the galaxy on the craziest, strangest 

road trip of all time! 

 

The Hobbit 

by J. R. R. Tolkien 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a peace-loving 

hobbit, who embarks on a strange and magical adventure. A 

timeless classic. Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, 

with no desire to travel far from the comforts of home; then one 

day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly 

and enlist his services - as a burglar - on a dangerous expedition to 

raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo's life is never to 

be the same again.  



 

 

Holes 

by Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a 

miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile 

Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is 

not surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a 

hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting anything they find. 

The evil warden claims that it is character building, but this is a lie 

and Stanley must dig up the truth. 

 

The House with 

Chicken Legs 

by Sophie Anderson 

Marinka dreams of a normal life, but her house has chicken legs and 

moves on without warning. For Marinka's grandmother is Baba 

Yaga, who guides spirits between this world and the next. Marinka 

longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her 

grandmother's footsteps, but her house has other ideas... 

 

The Hunger Games 

(series) 

by Suzanne Collins 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence 

when she is forced to represent her district in the annual Hunger 

Games, a fight to the death on live TV. But Katniss has been close to 

death before-and survival, for her, is second nature. The Hunger 

Games is a searing novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to 

our present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV show ever... 

 

Jane Eyre 

by Charlotte Brontë 

Orphaned Jane Eyre grows up in the home of her heartless aunt, 

where she endures loneliness and cruelty, and at a charity school 

with a harsh regime. This troubled childhood strengthens Jane's 

natural independence and spirit - which prove necessary when she 

finds a position as governess at Thornfield Hall. But when she finds 

love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, the discovery of his 

terrible secret forces her to make a choice. Should she stay with him 

and live with the consequences, or follow her convictions, even if it 

means leaving the man she loves? 

 

Journey to the  

River Sea 

by Eva Ibbotson 

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has been sent 

from England to start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, 

hundreds of miles up the Amazon. She is accompanied by an 

eccentric and mysterious governess who has secret reasons of her 

own for making the journey. Both soon discover an exotic world 

bursting with new experiences in Journey to the River Sea, Eva 

Ibbotson's highly colourful, joyous adventure. 

 

The Land of 

Neverendings 

by Kate Saunders 

Emily watched, in a trance of astonishment, as the bear opened the 

picnic basket, took out a tartan rug and spread it on Holly's bed. And 

then the penguin spoke. Actually spoke. 'What's going on? This isn't 

Pointed End!'The bear said, 'It looks like a human bedroom. We 

must've come through the wrong door.''But there aren't any doors 

to the hard world in Deep Smockeroon! And we don't have a human 

bedroom any more. We're in a box in the attic.' What if there exists 

a world powered by imagination?A world of silliness, where humans 

and their toys live on long after they've left the Hard World… 



 

 

The Letter for the King  

by Tonke Dragt 

When sixteen-year-old Tiuri answers a desperate call for help, he 

finds himself on a perilous mission that could cost him his life. He 

must deliver a secret letter to the King who lives across the Great 

Mountains, a letter upon which the future of the entire realm 

depends.  Reminiscent of Arthurian legends and Tolkienian sagas, 

and recently adapted as a major Netflix drama series. 

 

Lies We Tell Ourselves 

by Robin Talley 

The battle for civil rights is raging. And it's Sarah's first day of school 

as one of the first black students at previously all-white Jefferson 

High. No one wants Sarah there. Not the Governor. Not the 

teachers. And certainly not the students - especially Linda, daughter 

of the town's most ardent segregationist. Sarah and Linda are 

supposed to despise each other. But the more time they spend 

together, the less their differences matter. And both girls start to 

feel something they've never felt before. 

 

Little Bird Flies 

by Karen McCombie 

Bridie lives on the remote Scottish island of Tornish, the youngest of 

three sisters. Although she loves her island, with its wild seas and 

big skies, she guiltily nurses a secret dream of flight - to America and 

the freedom of the New World. But her family are struggling under 

the spiteful oppression of the new Laird, and it seems that even 

some of the Laird's own household are desperate to leave. When 

the Laird's full cruelty becomes apparent, there's no more time for 

daydreams as Bridie needs to help the people she loves escape to 

safety. 

 

Little Women 

by Louisa May Alcott 

The family may not have much money, but that doesn't stop them 

from creating their own fun and forming a secret society. Through 

sisterly squabbles, happy times and sad, their four lives follow very 

different paths, and they discover that growing up is sometimes 

very hard to do... 

 

Long Way Down 

by Jason Reynolds 

After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. 

Don't cry. Don't snitch. Get revenge. So he gets in the lift with 

Shawn's gun, determined to follow The Rules. Only when the lift 

door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who died years ago. And 

Dani, who was shot years before that. As more people from his past 

arrive, Will has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing.  



 

 

Lord of the Flies 

by William Golding 

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a 

group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be rescued. 

By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue 

seas, but at night their dreams are haunted by the image of a 

terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of order fades, their 

childish fears are transformed into something deeper and more 

primitive.  

 

The Lord of the Rings 

(series) 

by J. R. R. Tolkien 

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power -- 

the means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in 

his plans for dominion is the One Ring -- the ring that rules them all -

- which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a 

sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced 

with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring 

to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey 

across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the 

Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

 

The Maze Runner  

(series) 

by James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas 

remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by 

boys who welcome him to the Glade - a walled encampment at the 

centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. Like Thomas, the 

Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there - or what's 

happened to the world outside. All they know is that every morning 

when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even the 

Grievers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, 

to try and find out. 

 

Miss Peregrine's Home 

for Peculiar Children 

by Ransom Riggs 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. And a strange 

collection of very curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered 

in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable 

novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading 

experience.  

 

A Monster Calls 

by Patrick Ness 

The monster showed up just after midnight. As they do. But it isn't 

the monster Conor's been expecting. He's been expecting the one 

from his nightmare, the one he's had nearly every night since his 

mother started her treatments, the one with the darkness and the 

wind and the screaming… This monster is something different. 

Something ancient, something wild. And it wants the most 

dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth.  



 

 

More Than This 

by Patrick Ness 

A boy called Seth drowns, desperate and alone in his final moments, 

losing his life as the pounding sea claims him. But then he wakes. He 

is naked, thirsty, starving. But alive. How is that possible?  

 

Murder on the Orient 

Express 

by Agatha Christie 

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its 

tracks. The luxurious train is surprisingly full for the time of the year, 

but by the morning it is one passenger fewer. An American tycoon 

lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door 

locked from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their midst, 

detective Hercule Poirot must identify the murderer -- in case he or 

she decides to strike again. 

 

No Fixed Address 

by Susin Nielsen 

Felix Knutsson is nearly thirteen, lives with his mother and pet gerbil 

Horatio, and is brilliant at memorising facts and trivia. So far, pretty 

normal. But Felix and his mom Astrid have a secret: they are living in 

a van. Astrid promises it's only for a while until she finds a new job, 

and begs Felix not to breathe a word about it. Felix has a plan to 

turn his and Astrid's lives around: he's going to go on his favourite 

game show Who, What, Where, When and win the cash prize. All he 

needs is a little luck and a lot of brain power... 

 

Northern Lights  

(His Dark Materials 

series) 

by Philip Pullman 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal 

daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan 

College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the 

frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears 

fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 

consequences far beyond her own world... 

 

Noughts & Crosses  

(series) 

by Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum 

is a nought - a 'colourless' member of the underclass who were once 

slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends since early 

childhood. But that's as far as it can go. Until the first steps are 

taken towards more social equality and a limited number of 

Noughts are allowed into Cross schools...Against a background of 

prejudice and distrust, intensely highlighted by violent terrorist 

activity by Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum - a 

romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger... 



 

 

Once  

(series) 

by Morris Gleitzman 

For three years and eight months, Felix has lived in a convent 

orphanage high in the mountains in Poland. But Felix is different 

from the other orphans. He is convinced his parents are still alive 

and will come back to get him. When a group of Nazi soldiers come 

and burn the nuns' books, Felix is terrified that his Jewish, 

bookseller parents will also be in danger. After escaping from the 

orphanage, Felix embarks on a long and dangerous journey through 

Nazi occupied Poland, befriending a little orphan girl called Zelda 

and a kindly dentist, Barney, who hides and cares for Jewish 

children. But when the Nazis discover them, Barney makes the 

ultimate sacrifice for the children. 

 

Percy Jackson and the 

Lightning Thief  

(Percy Jackson and the 

Olympians series) 

by Rick Riordan 

Half boy. Half God. ALL Hero. Look, I didn't want to be a half-blood. I 

never asked to be the son of a Greek God. I was just a normal kid, 

going to school, playing basketball, skateboarding. The usual. Until I 

accidentally vaporized my maths teacher. Now I spend my time 

battling monsters and generally trying to stay alive. This is the one 

where Zeus, God of the Sky, thinks I've stolen his lightning bolt - and 

making Zeus angry is a very bad idea. 

 

Pig-Heart Boy 

by Malorie Blackman 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids 

don't need heart transplants. So there's this doctor. He says there's 

a chance for you. But he also says it's experimental, controversial 

and risky. And it's never been done before. 

 

A Pinch of Magic 

by Michelle Harrison 

Three sisters trapped by an ancient curse. Three magical objects 

with the power to change their fate. Will they be enough to break 

the curse? Or will they lead the sisters even deeper into danger? 

 

Pompeii: A Roman 

Girl's Diary, AD 78 

by Sue Reid 

Pompeii is an engaging story of one of history's most eruptive 

disasters. It's August AD 78 and Claudia is at the Forum in Pompeii. 

It's a day of strange encounters and even odder portents. 

When the ground shakes Claudia is convinced it is a bad omen. 

What does it all mean? And why is she so disturbed by Vesuvius, the 

great volcano that looms over the city... 



 

 

Private Peaceful 

by Michael Morpurgo 

Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War from 

a master storyteller. Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story 

follows 24 hours in his life at the front during WW1, and captures 

his memories as he looks back over his life. Full of stunningly 

researched detail and engrossing atmosphere, the book leads to a 

dramatic and moving conclusion.  

 

Rebound 

by Kwame Alexander 

Charlie Bell is still mourning his father, and struggling to figure out 

how he feels for his best (girl) friend, CJ. When he gets into trouble 

one too many times, he's packed off to stay with his grandparents 

for the summer. There his cousin Roxie introduces him to a whole 

new world: basketball. A legend on the courts is born. But can 

Charlie resist when trouble comes knocking once again? 

 

Roll of Thunder, Hear 

My Cry 

by Mildred D. Taylor 

Cassie didn't understand why farming his own land meant so much 

to her father. During that year, in the 1930s, when the night riders 

carried destruction among her people, she learned that it was worth 

fighting for a principle even if it brought terrible hardships. 

 

Salt to the Sea 

by Ruta Sepetys 

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound 

together by their desperation to reach the ship that can take them 

away from the war-ravaged land. Four young people, each haunted 

by their own dark secret, narrate their unforgettable stories. Fans of 

The Book Thief or Helen Dunmore's The Siege will be totally 

absorbed. This inspirational novel is based on a true story from the 

Second World War. When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff 

was sunk in port in early 1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees, 

including children, on board. Nearly all were drowned. 

 

The Secret Diary of 

Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾ 

by Sue Townsend 

Friday January 2ndI felt rotten today. It's my mother's fault for 

singing 'My Way' at two o'clock in the morning at the top of the 

stairs. Just my luck to have a mother like her. There is a chance my 

parents could be alcoholics. Next year I could be in a children's 

home. Meet Adrian Mole, a hapless teenager providing an 

unabashed, pimples-and-all glimpse into adolescent life. 

 

Series of  

Unfortunate Events  

(series) 

by Lemony Snicket 

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are 

charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. 

Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. 



 

 

Skellig 

by David Almond 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 

Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one 

Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of 

his new home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - 

part owl, part angel, a being who needs Michael's help if he is to 

survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to 

health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is 

far more than he at first appears, and as he helps Michael breathe 

life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes forever... 

 

A Skinful of Shadows 

by Frances Hardinge 

When a creature dies, its spirit can go looking for somewhere to 

hide. Some people have space inside them, perfect for hiding. 

Makepeace, a courageous girl with a mysterious past, defends 

herself nightly from the ghosts which try to possess her. Then a 

dreadful event causes her to drop her guard for a moment. And now 

there's a ghost inside her. The spirit is wild, brutish and strong, but it 

may be her only defence in a time of dark suspicion and fear. As the 

English Civil War erupts, Makepeace must decide which is worse: 

possession - or death. 

 

The Skylark's War 

by Hilary McKay 

Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in 

Cornwall, staying with their grandparents and running free with 

their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each 

September - boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life 

for Clarry at home with her absent father, as the shadow of a 

terrible war looms ever closer. When Rupert goes off to fight at the 

front, Clarry feels their skylark summers are finally slipping away 

from them. Can their family survive this fearful war? 

 

Stormbreaker  

(Alex Rider series) 

by Anthony Horowitz 

Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a 

man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to 

every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself 

in mortal danger. 

 

Swimming Against  

the Storm 

by Jess Butterworth 

Our land is sinking. It's disappearing into the water. And no one 

knows how to save it. Twelve-year-old Eliza and her sister Avery 

have lived their entire lives in a small fishing village on the coast of 

Louisiana, growing up alongside turtles, pelicans and porpoises. But 

now, with sea levels rising, their home is at risk of being swept 

away. And with a tropical storm approaching and the sisters deep, 

deep in the swampland, soon it's not just their home at risk, but 

their lives as well... 



 

 

Things a Bright Girl  

Can Do 

by Sally Nichols 

Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing 

prison cells and the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three 

courageous young women join the fight for the vote.  

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

by Harper Lee 

Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember 

it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.' A lawyer's advice to his children as he 

defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black 

man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes 

of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour 

the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep 

South of the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, 

violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's 

struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so 

much... 

 

Treasure Island 

by Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

Following the demise of bloodthirsty buccaneer Captain Flint, young 

Jim Hawkins finds himself with the key to a fortune. For he has 

discovered a map that will lead him to the fabled Treasure Island. 

But a host of villains, wild beasts and deadly savages stand between 

him and the stash of gold. Not to mention the most infamous pirate 

ever to sail the high seas... 

 

Twilight  

(Twilight Saga series) 

by Stephenie Meyer 

When 17 year old Isabella Swan moves to Forks, Washington to live 

with her father she expects that her new life will be as dull as the 

town. But in spite of her awkward manner and low expectations, 

she finds that her new classmates are drawn to this pale, dark-

haired new girl in town. But not, it seems, the Cullen family. These 

five adopted brothers and sisters obviously prefer their own 

company and will make no exception for Bella. Bella is convinced 

that Edward Cullen in particular hates her, but she feels a strange 

attraction to him, although his hostility makes her feel almost 

physically ill. Bella will soon discover that there is a very good 

reason for Edward's coldness. He, and his family, are vampires and 

he knows how dangerous it is for others to get too close. 



 

 

Uglies  

(series) 

by Scott Westerfeld 

Tally can't wait to turn sixteen and become Pretty. Sixteen is the 

magic number that brings a transformation from a repellent Ugly 

into a stunningly attractive Pretty, and catapults you into a high-

tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great time. In 

just a few weeks, Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend, Shay, 

isn't sure she wants to be Pretty. She'd rather risk life on the 

outside. When Shay runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side 

of the Pretty world - and it isn't very pretty. The authorities offer 

Tally the worse choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her 

in, or never turn Pretty at all. The choice Tally makes changes her 

world forever. 

 

The Wind in the 

Willows 

by Kenneth Grahame 

Spend a season on the river bank and take a walk on the wild side… 

Spring is in the air and Mole has found a wonderful new world. 

There's boating with Ratty, a feast with Badger and high jinx on the 

open road with that reckless ruffian, Mr Toad of Toad Hall. The four 

become the firmest of friends, but after Toad's latest escapade, can 

they join together and beat the wretched weasels? 

 

Wizard of Earthsea  

(series) 

by Ursula K. Le Guin 

The island of Gont is a land famous for wizards. Of these, some say 

the greatest - and surely the greatest voyager - is the man called 

Sparrowhawk. As a reckless, awkward boy, he discovered the great 

power that was in him - with terrifying consequences. Tempted by 

pride to try spells beyond his means, Sparrowhawk lets loose an evil 

shadow-beast in his land. Only he can destroy it, and the quest leads 

him to the farthest corner of Earthsea. 

 

Wolf Brother  

(Chronicles of Ancient 

Darkness series) 

by Michelle Paver 

6,000 years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunters 

and gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know how 

to survive in a world steeped in enchantment, menace and powerful 

magic. Until an ambitious and malignant force conjures up a demon; 

a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a 

ferocious bear; a demon so hungry for death that it slays everything 

it sees; a demon with the potential to destroy the world. 

 

Wonder 

by R.J. Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary 

things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - 

inside. Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been 

home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, 

he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is 

to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's 

just like them, underneath it all? 

 

 


