Stagslink
From the Head Teacher

Friday 17 June 2022

It has been such a tremendous joy this week to see and hear the most wonderful
performance of Matilda - with a fifth of our students so actively involved in the
performance, back stage, technical aspects, as well as great support from so many
staff, superbly led by Mrs Wheatley, thank you to all. This is what our school
community embodies and it is such a great relief to see the return of sports, music,
trips and visits, performance and so much more.
A reminder that the summer uniform does not require students to wear the blazer
but it is important that students are ‘Learn Ready’ when they arrive at school, which
does include following uniform requirements.
We have been joined this week after school by local councillors to remind parents
to turn cars off whilst waiting for children to avoid ‘idling’, which research
demonstrates very clearly contributes to air pollution, exacerbating breathing
difficulties. Please avoid idling and park safely outside the school and in the
environment surrounding the school.
Hot off the press, yesterday was District Sports Day and our students excelled in so
many of the events. With Miss Rose sending regular updates throughout the day
there are so many great achievements - more of which will follow next week!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 22 & Thursday 23
June
Year 12 Post 16 Next Steps



Wednesday 22 June
Year 9 & 10 University of Herts
Trip (invite by letter)



Thursday 23 June
Learning Ambassadors Visit to
Adeyfield (invite only)



Friday 24 June
Year 8 Language Ambassadors,
Languages Cafe (Bernards
Heath School)



PTA Summer Quiz, 7-10.30pm



Monday 27 June
Year 12 UCAS trip



Congratulations to Megan, Alice, Evonie, and Ella in Year 8 who played for their
netball club Abbey Flyers in a tournament in Bream. The girls played fantastically
and got into the final at the end of the two days.

Wednesday 29 June

Congratulations also to Orla who captained the winning team with Sophie in Year 9
at the netball tournament - again a superb achievement by all.



Also, On Saturday, Mrs Poole took a number of students to the County Athletics
Championships at Jarman Park Track. It was a hugely successful day with a number
of top 3 performances from our students. Year 8 - Isabelle and Eva competed in the
800m coming 9th and 10th. Year 7 - Lily came 2nd in the county for 1500m. Year 10
- Poppy came 3rd in the county for 1500m. Year 11 - Annabel came 1st in the
county for 800m.
Congratulations to all members of staff who completed the St Albans walking half
marathon last weekend - and to those who ran it - raising money for the Hospice of
St Francis and cancer research charities.
Yesterday we were also delighted to welcome an unannounced visit from the JCQ
Inspector, who visited our school as part of the annual inspection of examination
processes and procedures, covering all aspects of our organisation as an
examination centre. Superbly led by Mrs Maddison and Mrs Lavelle, the team were
all congratulated for their excellent work and support of students during the
summer examination series.

Year 12 Historians Battle of St
Albans Guided Walk



Year 7 Transition Evening,
7-8pm, Hall

Thursday 30 June - Sat 2 July
Year 11 Transition Trip to
Disneyland Paris



Monday 4 - Friday 8 July
Year 10 Work Experience
Week



Tuesday 5 & Wednesday 6 July
Year 11 into Year 12 Induction,
Sixth Form



This week we talked about:
Pride Month
Next week the theme is:
Refugee Week
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Yesterday we were also visited by another inspector, this time reviewing all aspects of food standards and safety at our
school in the restaurant and catering outlets - I am delighted that we once again received 5 stars for hygiene and
standards in the inspection review.
As June is Pride month, writers for the school newspaper 'The Stag' have been writing about LGBTQ+ figures and issues,
as well as creative writing with LGBTQ+ focus and characters. Read the issue here to experience the impressive creative
talent of STAGS students.
Please see below for our usual Herts Career opportunity updates.
I look forward to seeing you at the PTA quiz next Friday.

Best wishes and thank you for your continued support,
Margaret Chapman

Opportunity of the week
13-17 year olds Game Design
Summer School
Take your passion for gaming to the next level. In
August, the University of Hertfordshire is running
a Game Design Summer School for 13 to 17 year
olds.
Over five days you will learn about the processes of
designing and creating your own game, from
developing a storyline and characters to gaining a
first-hand introduction to computer programming
using Construct 3 software.
You will leave the course with a game you have
designed and created that you can share and play
with friends on your mobile or computer.

The summer school course runs from 1-5 August.
Click here for more information.

Please click here for more information
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Help us win £1000 for our school!
We are supporting Hertfordshire County Council’s ‘It’s Never Too Late to be Active’ campaign to help older adults in
Hertfordshire get more active.

Sign up to the campaign to receive a free 7-day activity pass for your local leisure centre, support to find the right activity
for you and the opportunity to win prizes.
If you select our school name on the registration page we’ll be entered into a prize draw to win £1000 - and if we have
the highest number of sign-ups we’ll win an extra £250.

Your children can also take part - all they have to do is take a photo of an older relative or family friend being active,
which the adult can submit once they have signed up to the campaign. The best action shot will win a family ticket to
The Making of Harry Potter Warner Bros. Studio Tour.
So please sign up, encourage grandparents, aunts, uncles and family friends to sign up, and our school may win the
£1,000 prize.
Click here for more information, call 01992 555627, or visit your local library.

Please click here for more information
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Support for Parents/Carers of Children with Eating Disordered Behaviour
or Poor Body Image
Hertfordshire has commissioned a new 4 week programme called ‘First Step ED skills’. It offers free online workshops for
Hertfordshire parents, carers and older siblings, who are supporting a young person with their body image, disordered
eating and/or eating disorders. Find out more by clicking here.

Get to know your local Family Centre
Are you aware of what your local Family Centre Service can offer families?
Hertfordshire’s Family Centre Service brings together the family support service,
health visiting and school nursing to provide a joined-up service for children,
young people, and their families, from pregnancy through to when a child
reaches 19.
To find out more about what’s on at Hertfordshire’s Family Centres visit Whats On Guides at Family Centre Service by
clicking here, read our Family Support Service leaflet here, or call 0300 123 7572 for more information.

Get support with Togetherall in Herts 24/7
Hertfordshire County Council Public Health recently launched Togetherall, a resource that may
be useful for Sixth Form students and parents/carers.
Togetherall is an evidence-based, clinically moderated, online 24/7 peer-to-peer mental health community, for residents
of Hertfordshire who may be feeling low or depressed. It can also help prevent mental ill health with a range of support,
courses and advice, and with the additional benefit of professionals monitoring for any signs of distress. It is a useful and
free resource that is complementary to existing services.
JOIN NOW!
Any Hertfordshire resident aged 16+ can join by:
1. Visiting here > Click ‘Register Button’ > then followed by ‘My Area is Registered’ tile in the drop down box.
Please click here for more information
2. Create a username
3. Complete a few basic questions
4. Verifying your account by clicking on the button within an email sent by Togetherall to activate your account.
If you have any questions please email: publichealth@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Please click here for more information
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Click here for link
Please click here for more information
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Please click here for more information
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