Stagslink
From the Head Teacher

Friday 18 November 2022

Thank you to the PTA for organising another fabulous uniform sale raising nearly
£700 last Saturday. The PTA team are now focused on ensuring a wonderful
Christmas Fair - the first one in three years. Students in all Houses are busy engaged
with activities to promote the fair and I do look forward to seeing you on 11
December as we celebrate the return of a wonderful community event.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 21 Nov - Friday 2 Dec


Wednesday 23 November


Yesterday, we enjoyed a wonderful evening of entertainment with the Performing
Arts Showcase ‘Our Perfect Planet’ - the talent of our students never ceases to
amaze me and the courage and quality of performance, a joy to behold. My thanks
go to Mrs Wheatley and the whole team who supported the students so admirably.
Students in Years 11 and 13 have been undertaking their mock examinations during
this week and next in preparation for the summer. All students have conducted
themselves impressively well and are gaining much from the experience.
As we focus on one of our core themes ‘Sustainability’ - students have been
reminded of Switch Off Fortnight. During form periods, students have been
reminded of the impact of climate change, from CO2 emissions to temperature
change with a very poignant video clip from Vanessa Nakate, explaining the impact
of climate change as one of the greatest threats affecting the lives of Ugandans. The
goals from Glasgow’s COP26 and the focus on COP27 were also reflected upon, with
clear local actions that we can all take being highlighted.
Three pieces of news from the English Department:
1. World Class Schools Essay judging panel - As a student from our school won the
essay competition last year (Holly), we were tasked with judging this year's
entries. The judging panel was comprised of our Literacy Captains, our new Subject
Ambassadors and KS3 Creative Writing Club members. 48 essays were read with 15
shortlisted for the next part of the process!
2. Rotary Club Youth Speaks - Thank you to Mrs Mahoney for her support in
running this event. Parents were very appreciative. It was lovely to see the students'
confidence grow during the course of their preparation. Last Wednesday Evening,
Aathershini, Gladys and Lottie all in Year 9, took part in the Rotary Youth Speaks
Competition. They discussed the motion 'This House believes that the British
Curriculum is not fit for purpose,' and examined issues of diversity, inclusivity and
examination constraints. There were 6 teams and our team scored very highly as
runners up - congratulations to all who took part.
3. Young Writers Poetry Competition - Congratulations to Emily in Year 7,
Francesca, Hanifa and Rujay in Year 8 and Jessica in Year 11, all of whom entered
into the Young Writers poetry competition and have been selected for publication
in the text produced from winning entries. We receive a free copy of this book
which will be available in the library.

Year 10 Progression Meetings
Oxbridge Evening, 7-8pm, Online

Friday 25 November


Year 12 English Trip to St Albans
Cathedral

Monday 28 November


Occasional Day - School Closed

Tues 29 & Weds 30 November


Model UN Conference, Sixth
Form

Wednesday 30 November


Parent Book Group, 6-7pm, LRC

Thursday 1 December


PTA Meeting, 7-8pm, LRC

Friday 2 December


Abbey Carol Service 2.15-3.15pm



Diversity Afternoon

Saturday 3 December


Santa Fun Run, 10-1pm

Monday 5 December


Year 7 Interhouse Sports

Tuesday 6 December



Year 8 Interhouse Sports
Year 8 Parents’ Evening, Online,
4.30-7pm

Wednesday 7 December





Year 9 Interhouse Sports
Dance Students ‘Sleeping
Beauty’ Theatre Trip
GCSE Tea Party, 2.15-3.20pm

This week we talked about:
UK Parliament Week
Next week the theme is:
Switch-Off Fortnight
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Year 11 students continue their focus on thinking about their futures and the breadth of opportunities available to them.
Earlier this week they took part in a study skills fair and enjoyed access to the Sixth Form coffee shop too!
A reminder that we have a ‘Sixth Formers Into Teaching Programme’ for students who are interested in pursuing teaching
as a career. Additionally, there may be some of you in our community who may be interested in pursuing a career or
change of career and moving into teaching. Please do visit the Alban Federation website for further details or contact Miss
Miles at STAGS tms@stags.herts.sch.uk
Congratulations to all who continue to be involved in the great breadth of sporting options that we offer. We had another
superb week with the following wins:
Year 8 netball won 26-6 against Samuel Ryder
Year 10 Cup netball won 39-33 against Samuel Ryder
U16 football won 6-0 against RPS.
Finally, please note that any student must not be in school if they have been sick or had diarrhoea in the previous 48 hours.
Please click here for the NHS Guidelines.
With all good wishes,
Margaret Chapman

Herts Opportunities portal continues to provide a great range of career roles for your perusal - this week the focus is
on careers in early education and childcare.

A career in early education and childcare involves supporting young children as they learn, develop and prepare for
school. It is rewarding, full of variety and offers progression and different career paths as you grow in experience and
confidence. Click here to explore the HOP early years page.
Job roles in early years education and childcare
Use our careers directory to research different job roles such as Early Years Practitioners, Midwives and Nursery
Education Professionals. Understand the main tasks of each job, learn about average salaries and discover which
qualifications you should consider studying. Click here to explore the HOP Teaching and Education careers directory.

Stagslink Weekly News | Friday 18th November 2022|
@stags_official

@STAGS.official

www.linkedin.com/school/st-albans-girls'-school

stalbansgirlsschool_stags

Stagslink
Anti-Bullying Week
This week we celebrated anti-bullying week, focusing on this year‘s theme ‘Reach
Out‘. To kick off the week, students and teachers came in sporting their colourful
socks for Odd Sock Day. We held our very own odd sock fashion show in the hall, to
celebrate individuality, with students and some staff members (including Mrs
Chapman!) showing off their socks. We raised a brilliant £82.28 for the AntiBullying Alliance, so thank you to everyone for their donations.
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the Student Well-Being Captains helped members of
the school pledge against bullying using their thumbs: we asked students to put
paint on their fingers and press them onto the letters of ‘Reach Out‘ to not only
make a colourful new display but also reinforce the message that bullying will not
be tolerated at STAGS.
Lyla (Student Well-Being Captain)
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What Parents Need to Know about
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II
Modern Warfare II is the 19th instalment in the relentless Call of Duty series, which shows no sign of shedding popularity.
It seems young gamers can’t get enough of the high-octane gunplay that CoD offers. Their eager engagement with the
game, however, can lead to hours of compulsive playing; hostile audio chat exchanges with other gamers; and a willingness
to make in-game purchases to level up their character. National Online Safety’s #WakeUpWednesday guide has all the intel
on ‘Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II’. To view the full article on the National Online Safety website please log in by clicking
here.
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Due to increased demand for our community lettings within our Trust, we are now looking to expand the team to include a
weekend Duty Manager. We are looking for a permanent member or member(s) of staff who is/are dependable and
responsible. This role offers flexibility around the number of hours worked but a minimum of 13 hours per week covering
weekends and some school holidays is required. There is also an opportunity for extra evening overtime during the week,
with great rates of pay.
Ideally we are looking for someone who could cover two school sites, one in St Albans and one in Hemel Hempstead, but
we are also happy to consider one person for each site.
If this flexible opportunity fits in with your lifestyle and/or you would like to know more, please call Michelle for an informal
chat on 01727 853134 or email at: hr@stags.herts.sch.uk
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Any donations please deliver to 100 Cecil Street, Watford, WD24 5AF
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