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Welcome to 2023-2024
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‘All Great Achievements Require Time’
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Welcome to STAGS Sixth!
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School & Student Targets

Attendance

Behaviour 

Punctuality  Attitude 

Uniform
Success 

& 
Achievement 
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● Our role is to support and guide students as they embark on their adult learning pathway
● Students need to adopt a positive attitude in class and organise their home learning effectively
● They are also expected to think for themselves and ask questions
● The capacity to understand, explain, interpret and evaluate is much more important
● These skills can only be developed if students show an interest in their work and a determination 

to succeed

Context, Support & Expectations

Child

School Family
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● Blended form groups to encourage support, team building and engagement 
in the whole school community

● Readying for next steps - especially this term
● In Year 13, our students become more independent learners and take 

responsibility for their own progress
● Preparing for life Post 18 - it is our job to empower our young people to 

take charge of their future studies in a competitive world
● Enabling students to leave Sixth Form with the qualifications, skills and 

knowledge necessary for their next steps
● Taking charge of their future to be the change they wish to see in the world

Vision
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● Autumn 2022 Spring 2023: Introduction to next steps through Step-Up
● Spring - Autumn 2023 One-to-one meetings with form tutor for guidance & 

support
● Summer 2023 Next Steps event: bespoke 3 day event including personal 

statement tutorials, multiple workshops for support for University, 
apprenticeship & employment

● Summer 2023 training for subject teachers on the new UCAS referencing 
system

● Summer 2023 Subject references completed by subject teachers
● Google Classroom sharing of free courses, advice, support & guidance
● Step-Up ongoing personal statement support & use of the platform 
● VESPA form time support & guidance

Next Steps - What have we done?
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● Personal statement draft 1: 29 September to form tutor
● Personal statement draft 2: Subject specialist
● Personal statement draft 3: 3 November to Sixth Form Team
● Personal statement draft 4: Ms Taylor
● UCAS: Registered, with all accurate personal details completed
● Careers Fair: 1 November 2023
● UCAS deadline: 19 January 2024
● February 2024: Apprenticeship tool is live on the Government website
● Step Up Lessons: Apprenticeship focus & next steps
● March 2024: One-to-one meetings with form tutor regarding next steps
● Leavers Day: Fancy dress & celebrate!

Next Steps - What is left to do?

It is normal 
to have 10 
drafts! Don’t 
worry!
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● Encourage your child to manage their time - make use of study support 
periods

● Ask to see their UCAS dashboard - how does it look?
● Encourage your child to ask for help - seek support where needed
● Study support groups - they really work
● Explore all the options available: degree apprenticeship, apprenticeship, 

University, employment…
● Create SMART targets
● Ensure work-life balance especially this term
● Encourage your child to use Google Classroom, it has so many useful 

resources!

Top Tips For Success  
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An Important Time
Subject review - a one-to-one meeting between student & teacher to discuss 
progress

Mocks - pivotal to prepare for the public examinations, with a focus on exam skills & 
self-reflection for revision strategies

Next-Steps - embedded throughout form time, speaker programme, events, Step-Up 
& trips/visits

Communication - regular contact with parents, students and staff to ensure 
transparency

Attendance - correlates with available support from the Sixth Form team

Study support - timetabled to encourage greater work-life balance



Support  Trust  Ambition  Generosity  Success
STAGS SIXTH

Key Dates
Subject Review

9 - 20 October 2023

Mock Exams

13 - 24 November 2023

Report 1

21 December 2023

Parents’ Evening

17 January 2024

BTEC Exam

15 January 2024

UCAS deadline

19 January 2024

Mock Exams (in class)

5 February - 4 March 2024

Subject Review 2

18 - 22 March 2024

Report 2

 28 March 2024

Public Examinations

9 May - 25 June 2024
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LEARN
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Attendance
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Attendance
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Y13 Mocks and Exam Wellbeing 
Mocks: w/c 13 November -24 November

-Every subject your child studies there will be at 

least x1 mock undertaken in exam conditions 

(for each unit/teacher)

- They will be full papers to give students the 

best experience

-Students will receive individual exam 

timetables prior to this period

-Results will be shared in class direct to 

students but a full report will be published on 

21 December

Exam Wellbeing:

-Assemblies run prior to the mock period and formal 

examination period

-Exam boards have exam wellbeing information on 

their website. We recommend Pearson- Exam 

Wellbeing Portal , Mind , Childline and Youngminds all 

have exam anxiety information on their websites too

-Students will be offered the opportunity to attend 

Exam Wellbeing sessions lead by Wellbeing advisors at 

STAGS
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Mrs E Lambert

Director of Learning

Sixth Form

St Albans Girls’ School
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Step Up Programme 

Step Up is part of all year 12 and 13 students learning, in 
addition to the A Level curriculum. 

Students will undertake the following:

● One hour per week 
● Develop Social awareness, wellbeing & personal 

awareness, study skills and RSE 
● Research and prepare for P18 Next Steps, including 

UCAS and Apprenticeship preparations
● Meet representatives and speakers from outside 

organisations
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P18 Next Steps So Far…

● Unifrog - an online database dedicated to 
career and HE education. 

● Summer 2023 UCAS Fair Bedford June

● Summer 2023 Higher Education, Employers 
and Apprenticeship workshops and 
seminars here at STAGS

● 1:1 consultations 

● Students registered with UCAS 
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Unifrog - Online Platform 

 
Quizzes. Career Profiles

University Shortlisting
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Personal Statement

➢ Launched during P18 Next Steps - June 2023

➢ Continued during Step Up

➢ Ongoing (unless early entry applicant) 
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UCAS Hub 
Students signed up during P18 Next Steps Fair in June
Apply > Track > Confirm 
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UCAS and STAGS Timeline 



Support  Trust  Ambition  Generosity  Success
STAGS SIXTH

UCAS Application Journey 
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Student Finance 

Most students will have two costs to cover:

● Tuition fees

● Living costs

Student can apply for: 

➔ Tuition Fee Loan
➔ Maintenance Loan
➔ Extra help

Click here to 
follow the link 
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Alternative Pathways 

Employment 
Higher Degree 
Apprenticeship

Gap Year 
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Apprenticeships on UCAS  
Smart alerts can be set up in the 
user profile. Preferences can be 
set and the student can match 
to existing live vacancies. Alerts 
are sent directly to the user 
when a match is made. 
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Learning Beyond the Curriculum

Wider reading
Online Courses - 

Future Learn 
Shadowing 

Podcast / Audio 
Books 

Documentaries Journals 

Exhibitions Museums Ted Talks
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Mrs K Birkett

Post 16 Teaching and 
Learning Lead

St Albans Girls’ School
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St Albans Girls’ School

VESPA

Study Skills Toolkit

Learner Voice
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VESPA
● At the start of any academic year it is important that Year 13 students 

focus on vision and start looking towards the end and their next 

steps.

● Following on from student feedback, we have purchased a VESPA login 

specifically for sixth form students to use throughout the year as a 

formal part of Form Time to complement other resources such as 

Unifrog, Massolit, MOOCs, Future Learn etc 

● The whole point of VESPA is to provide students with the tools to 

maximise their potential, reflecting on their own individual needs, 

and working towards a more positive outcome in the future.

● The makers of VESPA, Steve Oakes and Martin Griffin, wrote the book 

‘The A Level Mindset’ (which is amazing!) and the VESPA Portal is very 

popular in many Sixth Forms across Hertfordshire as well as in the UK.
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VESPA
What does it stand for?

VISION,EFFORT, SYSTEMS,PRACTICE & ATTITUDE

What does it entail? A programme of bespoke activities 
based on pedagogical and psychological research

When;  Tuesday Form Time 

How Often; Once a week

Tracking; Termly Questionnaires

Follow up; Form Tutors in the first instance
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Study Skills Toolkit
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Study Skills Toolkit

A bespoke range of 

presentations found as a tile 

on Student’s RMunify and as 

part of the Step Up 

programme.

Encompasses guidance, 

activities, templates and 

website links designed to fine 

tune certain Study Skills.

Some of the best advice that we 
can find on the internet !
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Learner Voice

The Sixth Form Learner Voice 

encompasses the thoughts, views 

and opinions of students on their 

KS5 educational journey. ... 

It is an integral part of ensuring that 

our learners receive an outstanding 

educational experience and that 

students feel empowered to be 

active in either making curriculum or 

whole Sixth Form changes.
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Learner Voice

Year 13
Termly Focus 

Autumn

Lessons learnt 
from Year 1

● Key content 
requiring support

● Organisation of 
folder

● Strengths in 
Learning

  

Spring

Post November 
Mocks

● Skills needing 
support

● Shortfalls in exam 
preparation

  

Summer

Preparing for the 
final exams

● Revision
● Exam Technique

  



Support  Trust  Ambition  Generosity  Success
STAGS SIXTH

Learner Voice - Google Form

1. a) Rate your preparation in the lead up 
to the November Mock exams ; where 1 
is I did not feel prepared and 5 is I felt 
very prepared.

1.b) When did you start properly and 
sincerely revising for the November Mock 
Exams?

1. c) In preparation for the November 
Mock what revision activities did you 
prioritise? You may tick up to 5 boxes.

2. a) Rate on a scale of 1 to 5 (where 1 is 
not very well and 5 is very well) how well 
you looked after your health and 
wellbeing during the Mock Exam period.

2. b) What other support either by your 
teachers or the Sixth Form Team would 
you like to see put in place to support you 
during future exam periods?

3. a) What aspects of completing your 
Mock Exam Papers did you find most 
challenging?

3. b) What do you feel went well in 
your November Mock exams eg your 
organisation, focus, working with 
peers etc

3. c) Write three resolutions as your 
next steps for future exam success.
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Learner Voice
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Learner Voice

Feedback to Form Tutors

Feedback to Subject Teachers
 

Enhancing the Support of Students 
and our overall 

Sixth Form Provision
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Mr J James

Director of Learning

Sixth Form

St Albans Girls’ School
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Pastoral Structure

Form Tutors

Student Support Officers

Directors Of Learning 

Head of Key Stage 5 

SEND Team
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Form Tutors

Form Tutor Contact Information 

Austen D Buckley dzblang@stags.herts.sch.uk

Bronte M Brown mbn@stags.herts.sch.uk

Curie R Wheatley perw@stags.herts.sch.uk

Franklin T Cooper tcr@stags.herts.sch.uk

Hepworth K Keogh engkk@stags.herts.sch.uk

Johnson B Soler bss@stags.herts.sch.uk

Seacole D Bowyer scidb@stags.herts.sch.uk
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Form Time

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

What STAGS Talks Y12 VESPA 
Next Steps Wellbeing KS5 Assembly Next Steps

Why

Time where we 
celebrate events 

such as Black 
History Month, 
International 

Women's Day and 
cultural festivals. 

Developing 
students global 
knowledge and 

place in the world

VESPA (Vision, 
Effort, System, 
Practice and 
Attitude) A 

programme to 
provide you with 

the tools to 
maximise your 

potential

An opportunity for 
students to reflect, 
connect with peers 
and step back from 
academia, building 

student tutor 
rapport

Dissemination of 
whole school 

information as well 
as an opportunity to 
hear guest speakers 

and meet as a 
cohort

1:1 consultation 
with form tutors 

and preparation for 
next steps

Next 
Steps 

Friday!
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Blended Learning
Blended Learning allows A Level students and teachers to make the most of every minute in the 
classroom. 

 

Purpose:
★ Allow students to research within lessons
★ Completion of BTEC, NEA, Coursework efficiently, 

minimising the need to login into various devices 
★ Analysis of class material within lessons, such as graphs, 

figures and text
★ Allow students to seamlessly link classwork to 

independent study

Deployment:
★ All students must have a personal device with them, 

ready to use in any of their lesson
★ Any device capable of running Google Chrome is 

applicable 
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Study Time

Students are timetabled ‘supported study’ as part of their compulsory lessons:

Purpose:

★ We aim to build a disciplined environment where students complete work 

during the school day, increasing freetime and work life balance outside of 

the classroom

★ Allows students to utilise school resources, such as the library and IT services

★ Allows subjects to develop learning without overpressuring students with 

additional home learning
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Careers Fair - Wednesday 1 November

Our annual careers fair is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain a valuable 

insight into a range of employment options which can arise as a result of their 

academic achievements. Whether you are deciding to go to university, 

apprenticeship or straight into the workplace, the careers fair is very useful. 

Date: Wednesday 1 November 

Time: 4:30-6:30 

Location: Main Hall
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The Curriculum in Years 10 & 11

Assessment & Reporting 2023-2024
★ 3 reports over the course of the academic year 
★ Attitude to Learning grade 1 - 5
★ MLO A Level/BTEC grade A*- E or D*-P
★ Praise comment 
★ Progress comment 
★ Form Tutor comment once a year just before parents’ evening 
★ DOL Year Group summary comment on each report

Year 13

Report 1
UCAS Grades

Mock 
Examinations

Report 2 Parents’ Evening Report 3

September 2023
13 - 24 

November
8 December 

2023
17 January 2024 28 March 2024
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Q&A

St Albans Girls’ School


