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» Paul Kershaw, Head of School

j Muhammed Ali once suggested that we should ‘not count the days but make the days
count’. Everyday has been made to count at STAGS this week. It has been a brilliantly
busy week of learning and enrichment at all levels!

This week was Apprenticeships Week and there have been a range of assemblies including from Ocado
Technology, Computacentre and the University of Hertfordshire detailing Degree Apprenticeships. These
have been complemented by career based discussions about apprenticeships within subject areas and an
Enrichment Friday whole school assembly courtesy of www.amazingapprenticeships.com. | would also like

to bring your attention to links and information shared earlier in the week by Mrs Flint promoting aspects of
careers and next steps. In addition, this link will take you to the Hertfordshire Careers Hub Parents and
Carers Apprenticeship Survey. This survey is personalised to STAGS so it would be superb if Parents and
Carers could share their views. During National Careers Week, Year 8 and Year 12 students will take part in
our Inspirational Women’s Event on 8 March. We would still like some more inspirational women
volunteers. Please email careers@stags.herts.sch.uk if you can spare the time to get involved with this

amazing opportunity for both year groups.

Students across the school benefit greatly from donations to the PTA and all donations made via the
PTA page on the website make a big impact on learners. Signing up for the school fund, as well as details of

donations which can be made via Gateway can be accessed via the link. Our amazing PTA were able to fund
sports kits, a new mini bus, lighting, recycling bins, music equipment and tables for our newest Textiles
classroom last academic year and are currently funding the library upgrades, a laser cutter, a trampoline
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and many other projects. All donations are welcome and please contact the PTA through the link about every
aspect of fundraising and volunteering to support events. A huge thank you has to be extended both to the
PTA and all involved in the amazing support they give to current and future students at STAGS.

We have eleven cast members in the St Albans & District Guide & Scout Gang Show this year which is
fantastic. Details of performances and tickets can be accessed via this link. We have heard about the hard
work that all participants have undertaken at rehearsals over the last few months and it is wonderful to see
STAGS students involved in this amazing programme. As | have often stated during Welcome Day Visits, the
first time | ever set foot on the stage in the main hall at STAGS was for an audition for the Gang Show about
100 years ago! Very good luck to all the young people involved this year and to the crew and supporting
adults from across the St Albans community too.

=] Last week, English and Performing Arts colleagues took forty A Level
English Literature and Music students to the London Coliseum to see the
English National Opera's production of The Handmaid's Tale. Mrs
Mathurin who led the trip recounts that it ‘was a memorising and
memorable performance of a hard hitting text, and will certainly
encourage discussion about how it was interpreted. The opportunity to
experience an opera - without charge - with a live orchestra in such a
historic building was a fantastic opportunity for students’. Thank you so

much to Mrs Mathurin and all the staff that supported.

Many thanks also to Mrs Ritou and colleagues who took students to see a resplendent performance of The
Phantom of the Opera last Monday at His Majesty’s Theatre in London.

On Wednesday, seventeen Year 7 and 8 Student Leaders travelled to The Adeyfield Academy to take partin a
Student Leadership Conference. They worked alongside students from across our Trust to consider how to be
an effective leader. There were opportunities to develop teamwork and communication skills, as well as hear
from an inspirational speaker, James Shone, about the importance of self belief. A huge thanks to Mrs Forni
at The Adeyfield Academy for putting on such an inspiring conference and allowing the students from the
two schools to work together. Students in attendance were effusive about the experience:

“We had an inspirational talk from James Shone. He explained to us that in life we are going to face some
setbacks but we shouldn't let them define who we are. We need to learn from them and let them lead us to

success.”

“We learned how to improve our leadership skills, with new people, improving our social skills. The
Conference taught me how to recognise my own skills, yet also grow off of my criticism. | adored how there
was a speaker at the end that gave us insight to how hard life can be, but not to ever give up because 'l can,
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Last year was another busy year for the James Marshall Foundation who support young people locally with
education and career opportunities. Students across STAGS were awarded 15 grants in 2023 to support their
learning in addition to 60 grants for school leavers from local secondaries assisting their move to college or

university. For more information about JMF, please follow this link.

It has been a wonderful week for sport at STAGS, with great success in Cross
Country last weekend. Miss Stephens said that ‘the course was very muddy and
extremely hilly making it a tough race but every student's attitude and efforts
were amazing to see and we had some really great results’. Students in Years 8
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and 10 placed in the top 20 which is exceptional and Josie in Year 7 placed in the top 10 meaning that she will
get to compete nationally! Well done Josie! A huge congratulations to Isabelle, Ella, Eva, Bella, Josie, Grace,
Rebecca and India for representing the school so amazingly.

This week, the Year 7 football team beat St Albans High School 8-0 in the quarter final of the cup progressing
the team to the next round. (Picture from the event on the front cover.) The Year 10 A-Team beat the High
School 42-12 in their last District Netball game. A huge well done to both teams!

| Eight of our Level 1 Sports Leaders also attended a disability and inclusivity training
session with the School Games initiative. This will give them the opportunity to officiate
disability tournaments and competitions in the future. What a wonderful opportunity

and achievement to all involved.

This week was Children's Mental Health Week with the theme 'Our Voice Matters'. In form time, students
wrote words of affirmation on fabric squares which are currently being displayed in our foyer for everyone to
read. Plus, our Anti-Bullying and Wellbeing Ambassadors sold Green Pins at lunchtime, raising money for the
Mental Health Foundation. There was also the opportunity all week, for students to nominate fellow
students for any acts of kindness in line with the STAGS values of Support, Trust and Generosity in our 'Acts
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change? Making a difference, managing influence and navigating
change online'. Lots of pledges were made in form time, by both
students and staff, as to how they will make the internet safer and

displayed in our foyer. Our IT Support Team proudly led the way!

We wait in anticipation this week as our STAGS Read will be announced early next week. It is a wonderful
story and | encourage everyone in our community to read it. | would also like to remind Parents and Carers
that the next Parent Book Group will be on Wednesday 13 March and the book is Study for Obedience by
Sarah Bernstein. It would be amazing to see you in the library on this date from 6pm and to get some

newcomers involved in this group.

At lunchtime today, the hall was buzzing with students celebrating the Chinese/
Lunar New Year ahead of tomorrow, which this year, is the 'Year of the Dragon'.
Students enjoyed making Chinese Lanterns and origami butterflies and purchasing
Chinese 'red pockets' filled with gold chocolate coins and vegetable jiaozi's. We

look forward to sharing more information with you next week.

It was wonderful to speak with Year 9 families at Parents’ Evening yesterday with an attendance of over 93%.
Communication between teachers, parents and carers is so integral to effective learning and deepened
understanding. We look forward to liaising with families across the school during next Wednesday’s Form
Tutor Review Meetings as per guidance shared earlier in the term and week. Just a reminder that school
closes to students at 12:20pm on Wednesday 14 February until normal opening on Monday 26 February and
we wish you all the very best for any half term adventures you have planned.

All best wishes, C%%—


https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/books/study-for-obedience
https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/books/study-for-obedience

Diary Dates

Wednesday 14 February
School closes for students at 12.20pm

Form Tutor
Parents’ Afternoon, 12.30-4pm

Year 9 Options Deadline

Thursday 15 - Friday 16 February

School is closed to Students

Monday 19 - Friday 23 February
Half Term

Monday 26 February

SEND Parent Group Meeting, 7-8.30pm,
LRC

Monday 26 Feb - Friday 8 March

Year 11 Progression Meetings

Tuesday 27 February

Year 11 Parent Revision Evening,
Main Hall, 11(A-F) 6-6.50pm, 11(H-S) 7-7.50pm

Wednesday 28 February

Year 10 Malta Netball Tour Parent Information

Evening, 6pm, Hall

Interhouse STAGS Bake Off

Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 March

Flair Dance Performance, 7-8.15pm, Hall

Thursday 7 March
PTA Meeting, 7-8pm, Learning Resource Centre

Thursday 7 - 10 March
Year 10 Languages Spanish Trip to Madrid

Year 10 & Year 12 ADT Trip to Madrid

Friday 8 March

Year 8 and Year 12 Inspiring Women
Networking Event
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TUESDAY 19 MARCH, 7PM

; . . ' FEATURING A RANGE OF PERFORMANCES
. ' FROM OUR MUSICAL ENSEMBLES, AS
. - WELL AS SMALL GROUP ACTS FROM

ACROSS THE YEAR GROUPS

Hertfordshire Secondary Schools’ Inter-District
Swimming Championships is to be held on Friday

22nd March, 2024 at Watford Woodside pool starting
at 7.30pm (7.00pm warm-up).

9&6 £6 ADULTS 1-815 |
MARCH | £4 CONCESSIONS | PM

Swimmers that would like an opportunity to swim in
this gala and represent St Albans District schools

TICKETS ON SALE VIA SCHOOL i
GATEWAY FROM MONDAY 26 . must use the following form to sign up by Friday 1st
FEBRUARY AT 9AM .

March 2024.

STUDENT LED PERFORMANCE WITH DANCERS FROM ALL YEARS * - . .
. Selection is based on times in races.


http://www.stassa.org.uk/---entry-for-consideration.html

Notices

= ATLAS International .' STAGS
¢ e Wmmm., CAREERS

Inspiring Women

Networking Morning

Year 8 are invited to meet with a variety of
inspirational women and learn about their
career journeys

Friday sth March, 9-11am
STRIKE THE St Albans Girls” School
POSE Main Hall/Restaurant

Tl'J SH ow SOL,DAR' TY L ook F il from careers@stags.herts.sch.uk

N ATLAS International ',' STAGS
@ e erm-sna-,f CAREERS

Inspiring Women

Networking Breakfast

Year 12 are invited to a networking breakfast
to meet with a variety of inspirational women
and learn about their career journeys

STRIKE THE Friday sth March, 8-8.45am

St Albans Girls’ School

POSE TO SHOW Main Hall/Restaurant
SOLIDARITY

m careers@stags.herts.sch.uk



Notices

Safer Internet Day took place on Tuesday 6 February. The National Online Safety organisation provides a weekly
newsletter with regular updates. This week’s focus is on ‘Monkey’, an online platform which randomly matches its
users for 15-second conversations. Click here to view the PDF. For more information on this and other useful online
guides, follow the link to their website by clicking here.
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‘.ﬁ . Also known as Monkey Cood, this piatform airms to fill the gop left by Omegle (which has now shut own) 1
. by pracing usees in rondom video chats with strangers. Participants use their mobile number and
SnApchot USeMone to connect to the service, whare they can make motches, messcge other people
and join group chats, The mobile version has boon removed from the App Store due to safety concerns,

But iPhone awners con stil cccess the Site vie their web browser. The cpp remeine availoble on Googhe
me \ Play, whare its listing claims that Monkey has mare than 30 million users workdwide.
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| Advice for Parents & Carers

g
DISCUSS THE DANGERS RESTRICT IN-APP PURCHASING )6?

Fven if you're comfortable with your child using Monkey, it's still # your child is cecussing Mankey via on Androld davice, you d’o
importont te talk about the potential dangers. It's crucicl, foe instance, <an prevent them (rom making in-app purchases through the
that young poopie recognise the rieks that stem from video chotting dovice's sottings, ¥ you co aBow your ohild to use the site, we'd recommend

with gers. that thay not to share that you enabe this fecture: young pecpie have been known to spend -
Information (e theie street of chool mame): and that they krow N sigaiicant amadints 68 money i UL Goats to Unkeak Mors Satiiames tn apps
what to do i they are exposed to Inoppropriate content such os this.
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REPORT INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT Moy SPOT THE SIGNS @

Monkey states in the sofety section of its site that “people are QN_S‘O/?PD # your're concerned that your child is spanding teo much time on

given the powsr” and thot, to @ large extent, Monkey it ‘ ' Mcrikey = or thot they may have been exposed to incppropriate or

Sol1-gGovarning.” f & Lsor is exposed 10 sexually sxplicit oe distressing content - it's important to woteh for potential indications

Inappropriate cantent o the platiorm, they can seiect the ‘pollce that they've been affectad emotionally. They coukl be unusually ieritable
gl In the top right corner of thelr screen to submit a report for or unable to concentrate, for example, of failing to complete their
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dkpPUKvyEXhj8FFT6kZ-73CAmZXoc03Z/view?usp=sharing
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/monkey?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=293115090&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9lM6zpa4vEBc7EbpwVXYyfxB6QLCoLd8WLvPihmO09eBMrZBK-EUSO4mE313EG23DU3ryvUf5XL6Ui9cFuaof-HTd8yw&utm_content=293115090&utm_source=hs_email

