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As we conclude this very rapid half term we have enjoyed a week of celebration,         

culminating in STAGS does VALUEtines day! This has involved students sending         

postcards to each other and to staff to celebrate the STAGS values - there were over 

600 cards delivered on Wednesday with some lovely words of appreciation! (More      

pictures on page 3).  
 

Our Learning Ambassadors continue to review teaching and learning across all subjects, led by Ms Cardani, 

they met this week to review best practice and celebrate the very best learning experiences across the 

school.  
 

Each year we choose a wonderful book for our ‘Whole School Read', not only to              

celebrate our whole school reading culture but to also engage students to explore a 

wide range of diverse themes. This year, we are delighted to announce that our choice 

for 2024 for our STAGS Read is Lily Bailey's, 'When I see Blue.' It is an inspirational story 

that addresses the challenges of OCD, friendship, and bravery. 12-year-old Ben, faces 

difficulties adjusting to a new school and town, while also dealing with his parents'              

failing relationship. This heartfelt story about a boy with OCD celebrates how friendship 

can make you brave and find the strength to overcome anything. Students will have the 

opportunity to gain House Points for their engagement with the STAGS Read and win prizes as the year goes 

on, with the top prize being a form pizza party for the form with the most participation! Copies are                 

available in the library and we hope students will enjoy reading and discussing this wonderful text. If               

families would like to get involved, the text is available on both Amazon and Audible. 

 

 

Margaret Chapman, Executive Head Teacher 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/st-albans-girls'-school


 

 

 

Sporting engagement and successes continue: 

The Year 10 Level 1 Sports Leaders participated in some speed stacking officiating training with external      

leaders from the School Games Partnership in preparation to officiate a primary school speed stacking                   

competition after half-term. 
 

The Under 13's football team progressed into the district semi-finals with a hard fought 2-1 win against      

Katherine Warington School.  
 

The Under 15's B team won their netball fixture against Katherine Warington School 33-8. All players played 

superbly!  
 

Finally, Thea in Year 8, participated in the European Fencing Confederation Millfield Cup Under 14 earlier this 

week and proudly secured a Bronze Medal. Poland claimed the Gold and Great Britain took home both Silver 

and Bronze.  

 

 

 

 
 

As we conclude this half term with our Trust Teaching and Learning Conference over the past two days, we 

also conclude our themed focus on Mental Health Week, I thought the attached article from the NSPCC in 

conjunction with their new campaign video:  Please don't let go of my hand poem may be of interest to us all. 

As cited by the Head of Brand and Content at the NSPCC, "This powerful new ad campaign will hopefully 

make parents feel less alone and more inclined to reach out to the NSPCC for help with the everyday              

anxieties and challenges that they face while bringing up their children". 
 

We enjoyed a wonderful Lunar New Year celebration on Friday. My thanks go to Mrs Lavelle and all who      

supported this event. Additionally, Mrs Buckley organised family members of students to visit us as part of 

the celebrations which was such a wonderfully positive celebration of our community. 
 

Thank you for your continued support this half term. Thank you also to those who continue to support the 

School Fund donations through the PTA. As a result we have been able to purchase a new trampoline as      

sadly ‘Goliath’ is beyond repair. Also, we have purchased a new laser cutter for Technology - this subject        

continues to grow and flourish and is greatly enjoyed by so many of our students. This cutting edge                

technology has made the team absolutely delighted and I look forward to sharing with you when it arrives! 
 

Yesterday, we hosted a recruitment fair welcoming over 30 local schools to engage those interested in        

teaching and training to teach - a superb event, very well attended, with our Mayor also visiting to meet 

schools, leaders and prospective teachers. Our Rotary Club team, led by Mrs Rock, were on hand with           

refreshments and fundraising activities - thank you to all who ensured such a successful evening.  
 

As of Thursday 29 February - the St Albans & District Foodbank's Wheathampstead Distribution Centre will 

be held every week at: The Memorial Hall, Marford Road, Wheathampstead, AL4 8AY from 11.30am to 

13.30pm. Attached in the notices section is an updated locations poster with information of times and           

locations for all distribution centres that are held during the week. 
 

Although it is half term next week, our rewiring and electrical works continue across the school site. As such, 

on Wednesday 21 February there will be no electricity or internet across the whole site.  
 

Finally warmest congratulations to Mrs Georges who has welcomed a new baby safely and happily into the 

family - all are doing well.  
 

With all good wishes, 

 

 

https://www.creativebrief.com/bite/trend/nspcc-harnesses-power-poetry-groundbreaking-campaign
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bnjk-1iF1lM




 

Monday 26 February 

SEND Parent Group Meeting, 7-8.30pm, 
LRC 

Monday 26 Feb - Friday 8 March 

Year 11 Progression Meetings 

 

 

 

Thursday 15 - Friday 16 February 

School is closed to Students 

Tuesday 27 February 

Year 11 Parent Revision Evening,  
Main Hall, 11(A-F) 6-6.50pm,                     
11(H-S) 7-7.50pm 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 March 

Flair Dance Performance, 7-8.15pm, Hall 

 

Thursday 7 March 

PTA Meeting, 7-8pm, Learning Resource Centre 

 

Friday 8 March 

Year 8 and Year 12 Inspiring Women 
Networking Event 

Thursday 7 - 10 March 

Year 10 Languages Spanish Trip to Madrid 
 

Year 10 & Year 12 ADT Trip to Madrid  

Monday 19 - Friday 23 February 

Half Term  

 

Wednesday 28 February 

Year 10 Malta Netball Tour Parent Information  

Evening, 6pm, Hall 
 

Interhouse STAGS Bake Off 





 
CLICK HERE TO     

REGISTER 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/855199f1-78d8-45b4-a5d4-e628740820e5@7364d202-4fbe-4d2e-bb83-2394fad5a1a8
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/855199f1-78d8-45b4-a5d4-e628740820e5@7364d202-4fbe-4d2e-bb83-2394fad5a1a8






The National Online Safety organisation provides a weekly newsletter with regular updates. This week’s guide dives 

into online dating and relationships, detailing the associated risks and offering tools and strategies to keep your child 

safer online. To view the PDF click here or to  follow the link to their website click here. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PgbpCjm6f5CqTZmpE7ji8vA98UFOVa8r/view?usp=sharing
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/online-dating-platforms?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=294088481&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9pM-J-lcnHqmyAC3qWfwyOCo_Wid9RzyZFUPkm9Y7bBQ3e3dKWZUiVJ6pYaNLbTe6tbmORyE5akBkQyYNkV-lUdC6WBg&utm_content=294088481&utm_s

