
The U16’s netball team have had a busy
week. On Tuesday, they played Samuel
Ryder Academy in the first round of the
district cup. They played to an excellent
standard progressing to the next round
of the cup with a 37-14 win. They also
com

Football has kicked off at STAGS this year with a county cup
victory against Monkswalk for the U16’s with a comfortable 6-2
(goals from Tiana x2, Grace x2, Jocelyn and Eve). All STAGS
students played some outstanding football despite playing a half
with only 10 players and we look forward to the draw for the next
round. The U15 team ran out convincing winners in their friendly
against Samuel Ryder 9-2 with goals shared around and players
getting their first minutes of the season, they have both county
and national cup ties coming up in the coming weeks. Finally, the
eagerly awaited first fixture for Year 7 was played this week with
all players representing STAGS for the first time, they played well
together despite it being their first as a team, goals from Violet x2,
Emmeline and a superb individual goal from Betsy lead to a 4-1
victory! (See photos on next page)

competed in the district netball tournament at Sandringham. The
students had an excellent run, winning all their games in the
group round robin stages. The final went to golden goal which was
very exciting. They placed in second overall - an amazing
achievement. The U13 netball team had their first games of the
season. On Tuesday they played Beaumont in the league winning
21-16 and had the first round of the County Cup winning against
Broxbourne School 29-19. 

Congratulations to all for an amazing sporting week and to our
exceptional PE Team for supporting with preparation for fixtures
and the smooth running of them all.
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Senior Student Leadership Team 2026-2027
Following a thorough application process, inspiring hustings
speeches, a school wide vote and a tough interview process, we
are delighted to announce our newly appointed Senior Student
Leadership Team for this academic year! Our Head Students for
2026-2027 are Alice and Millie, along with Deputy Head Students
Holly, Laura, Kyra and Charlotte. All the candidates were
inspirational in their professionalism and enthusiasm. We are
incredibly proud of everyone who put themselves forward, and we
look forward to seeing the positive impact our new leadership
team will make over the coming year. There will be other Year 12
leadership roles announced ahead of the forthcoming Sixth Form
Leadership Conference. (See photo above)

Senior Mathematics Competition
This week, Year 11 and Sixth Form mathematicians have been
participating in the UK Mathematics Trust Senior Mathematics
Competitions for Girls. A record 24 students took part in the
annual competition and two students in Year 13 took part in the
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls as well. The Olympiad consists of
five challenging questions over two and a half hours, designed to
stretch the most accomplished mathematicians. We are incredibly
proud of all of these students for taking on this challenge and look
forward to sharing the results with you!

A Week of Amazing STAGS Sport
On a sunny Thursday afternoon last week, STAGS cross country
runners gathered at the course at Townsend. The weather was
perfect for racing and the whole team was focused and eager to
see their hard work pay off against tough competition. All runners
were impressive including Martha in Year 7 who came first in the
combined Year 7 and 8 competition, Bella in Year 11 who came
fourth in the senior race and Emilia in Year 9 who came twelfth in
the Year 9 and 10 competition. A huge well done to all who took
part!

Paul Kershaw

Paul Kershaw
8



Year 13 Information Evening
It was great seeing Year 13 Parents and Carers in person for their
information evening. The aim of which was to not only set out the
roadmap from now until they leave us in May, but to also highlight
areas of support that we focus on. I would like to reiterate how
incredibly grateful we are for your parental support and how
important we maintain that momentum as we approach the
various key dates such as Mock Exams and UCAS deadlines. If you
have any questions or queries, please do feel free to contact the
Sixth Form Team. If you were unable to make the event, the slides
are being shared this afternoon.

Thank you so much to all colleagues who are supporting the Year 7
Sleepover this evening and we look forward to seeing Year 7
families at tomorrow's picnic.

Very best wishes to all for the weekend,

We have featured Thea’s brilliant fencing progress in STAGSLINK
over the years and are delighted to announce that she has won a
bronze medal at the 2026 U17 British National Championships last
weekend. She has also been selected to represent Great Britain at
ng will contribute

Year 8 Language Ambassadors
The new Year 8 STAGS Language
Ambassadors have made an
incredible start! Demonstrating
brilliant leadership and enthusiasm,
they have started the European Day
of Languages 2026 celebrations by
ac

Year 13 Science Fair
Last Friday we held our annual Year 13 Science Fair in which our
Science students presented and shared their scientific interests
with the school community. The standard of posters was
exceptional and it was fantastic to observe the enthusiasm with
which students shared their knowledge. Topics ranged from How
Chameleons Change Colour to Neuroplasticity. Congratulations to
our overall winners Ciara, Tayyibah and Kamilah for their brilliant
Science communication!

actively promoting an exciting school wide competition. As part of
the competition, they have been encouraging students across
Years 7, 8 and 9 to listen to 20 audio clips in different languages
and guess them all for a chance to win housepoints and treats. We
are thrilled to see the positive impact of their work and look
forward to all the forthcoming exciting events.

Fencing Success
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Paul Kershaw,
Headteacher

U17 (Cadet) level in upcoming international
competitions. Her international results and
ranking will contribute towards her eligibility for
selection for the Cadet European and World
Championships. She has been selected to
represent Great Britain at the upcoming U17
Cadet international competitions in Istanbul and
Budapest. As ever, we are incredibly proud of her
achievements and wish her the best of luck!

STAGS Football Success
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Click here to sign into the National Online Safety site to view ‘What Parents & Educators Need to
Know about Discord’ or here to view the PDF.

Click here to view this week’s Online Safety Top Tip about ‘Qustodio - Parental Controls’

Click here to view the PSHE, Personal Development and Step Up Scheme of Learning

Wednesday 30 September
Bugsy Malone Rehearsals, Main Hall, 
3:15-4:30pm

Wednesday 7 October
Bugsy Malone Rehearsals, Main Hall, 
3:15-4:30pm

Thursday 8 October
Trampett & Tumbling, Redbourn, 12-4pm

Thursday 8 October
School Closes at 12:20pm

Thursday 8 October
Open Evening, 4-7pm

Friday 9 October 
School Opens at 9:40am

Tuesday 13 October
Year 11 Parents Revision Workshop, Main
Hall, 6-7pm

Wednesday 14 October
Year 7 Information Evening, Main Hall,
6-7pm

Saturday 17 October
Pre-Loved Uniform Sale, Main Hall,
1:30-3pm

Thursday 22 October 
Year 8 STAGS and Verulam Student Disco,
STAGS Main Hall, 6.30-8pm

Thursday 22 - Sunday 25 October 
Year 10 & 12 Geography Naples Trips

Friday 25 October 
Fireworks Festival, Verulam School,
6-9pm

http://bit.ly/4n8J2NL
http://bit.ly/4paU5bm
https://www.linkedin.com/school/st-albans-girls'-school/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/school/st-albans-girls'-school/posts/?feedView=all
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/discord-2026
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/effective-revision
https://drive.google.com/file/d/133wyXKZ37RI_z-XDOS1nOKUTOx4u_eGX/view?usp=sharing
https://ambitioneducationtrust.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/qustodio-parent-app
https://ambitioneducationtrust.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-prevent-duty-advice-and-support-for-parents
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8LCtRFk8K2-34ahHGylwXsUWk0PIu7D/view?usp=sharing
https://ambitioneducationtrust.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-prevent-duty-advice-and-support-for-parents


Save the Date: Upcoming Events Next Term
· Sat 17 Oct: Pre-Loved Uniform Sale, Main Hall, 1:30-3pm
· Fri 23 Oct: Verulam Fireworks Festival, 6-9pm
· Tues 3 Nov: PTA Meeting, Staff Room, 6:30-7:45pm
· Sat 22 Nov: Winter Fair, 12-3pm

Volunteers Needed – Open Evening Car Park Marshalls
The PTA and school need volunteers to help with car park marshalling for the Open Evening on Thursday 8
October.

We need more people on each of the following shifts:
· 3.30pm - 5.45pm
· 5.30pm - 7.45pm

You’ll be directing the flow of traffic onto and off the site, and provided with training and hi-vis vests. Just bring
warm clothing and a helpful smile for our visitors! If you can join us, please email stagspta@gmail.com.

Bathroom Project Success!
You may have seen in previous editions of STAGSLINK that the bathrooms have been refurbished – a project the
PTA have been delighted to support with fundraising.

Pre-Loved Uniform Sale – Donations Required
Thank you to all those who have donated uniform so far. With our first sale approaching, we would like to offer
as much as possible. Donations can be sent in with your student or dropped at School Reception every school
day between 10am and 2pm. If you can't get to school, we may be able to arrange collection - please contact
stagspta@gmail.com.

Verulam Fireworks Festival

Welcome to the PTA News section, where you’ll get weekly PTA news and updates

PTA NEWS
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We always need volunteers at events, meetings and on the committee. Please sign-up here to signal
your interest.
Making a regular donation to the STAGS School Fund supports a vital source of    fundraising - find out
more and sign-up here (with Gift Aid if you can). · You can also help by online shopping via
Easyfundraising, entering the Lottery, and making donations through School Gateway.

       

       Every contribution, however small, makes a huge difference. Thank you.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The new, open-style bathrooms have already made an impact, and feedback from
students has been positive.

We need to complete our fundraising contribution so we’re pushing hard to finalise this
as soon as possible. Please help with a donation on School Gateway or set-up a standing
order here. Thank you.

We are delighted to partner again with Verulam PTA on their spectacular
Fireworks Festival on Friday 23 October.

With street food stalls, bars with mulled wine, a live DJ, candy floss and
breath-taking fireworks set to music, it’s always a great night for the family.

Every ticket sold through our dedicated booking link raises money for our
school, so please book now: tinyurl.com/Stags2026

mailto:stagspta@gmail.com
mailto:stagspta@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_AD2FKfddLBDXe8sxTGFVtS3VWA3DIxC9E783_N9DRKwBLQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfu_tj7chVXab_uPN1HOgWBjdub05ZQYAzfp4LoXvwfVaP1gA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfu_tj7chVXab_uPN1HOgWBjdub05ZQYAzfp4LoXvwfVaP1gA/viewform
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofstags/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-albans-girls
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfu_tj7chVXab_uPN1HOgWBjdub05ZQYAzfp4LoXvwfVaP1gA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfu_tj7chVXab_uPN1HOgWBjdub05ZQYAzfp4LoXvwfVaP1gA/viewform
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/verulamschoolpta/?event=event&eventId=120424


CHANGES TO SCHOOL OPENING TIMES
Please note that school will close at 12:20pm on Thursday 8 October 2026 to allow for preparations
for Open Evening. 

On Friday 9 October 2026, school starts with period 2 at 10am. 

CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES on Thursday 8 October 2026

School will close at 12:20pm.

The school buses including the 84 bus will collect students at this time, all public buses will retain their
usual timetable. 

All other students will be expected to make their own way home. 

CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES on Friday 9 October 2026

School lessons will start at 10am.

The Greenwood buses will collect students from their usual pick up points one hour later than
usual
The 84 bus will collect all students one hour and ten minutes later than usual.

Other students will be expected to make their own arrangements to arrive at school in time for a 10am
start. 

Many thanks in advance for all of your support with our Open Evening event.

NOTICES
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Services



We are accepting
donations from 

Monday 28 September
to Friday 9 October 

NOTICES

Shaping Tomorrow, Today
Support . Trust . Ambition . Generosity . Success



www.carersinherts.org.uk
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Please find below a link to the latest School Nursing Newsletter. The
newsletter contains health and wellbeing information, practical advice,
and details of local support services available to children, young
people, and their families. By sharing this information, we can help
ensure families have access to trusted resources and know where to
seek support when needed.

Newsletter Link Secondary:
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/7BK1-CMI/hct-school-nursing-a26s

https://www.carersinherts.org.uk/
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/7BK1-CMI/hct-school-nursing-a26s


You will learn:
An in depth understanding of young people’s mental health and factors that affect wellbeing
Practical skills to spot the triggers and signs of mental health issues
Confidence to reassure and support a young person in distress
Enhanced interpersonal skills, such as non judgemental listening
Knowledge to help a young person recover their health by guiding them to further support
How to engage with parents, carers and external agencies
How to support a young person with a long term mental health illness to thrive
Tools to look after your own wellbeing

1 day Champion course designed specifically for school professionals
working with 8 to 18 year olds.

You will learn:
An understanding of common mental health issues and how they can affect young people
The ability to spot the signs of mental ill health in young people, and guide them to a place of support
Knowledge and confidence to advocate for mental health awareness
Skills to support positive wellbeing

2 day First Aider course suitable for everyone who teaches, works, lives with or cares for 8 to 18 year olds.

FREEYouth Mental Health First Aid Training

To book your place please email schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk
Places are limited to two representatives per education setting

Friday 12 June 2026
9.30am to 4pm

Friday 10 July 2026
9.30am to 4pm

Friday 13 Nov 2026
9.30am to 4pm

Friday 15 Jan 2027
9.30am to 4pm

Thurs 21st Jan 2027
9.30am to 4pm

Friday 12 Mar 2027
9.30am to 4pm

Thursday 26 & Friday 27 Nov 2026
9.30am to 4pm

Thursday 4 & Friday 5 Feb 2027
9.30am to 4pm

Hertfordshire County Council,
Robertson House, Stevenage, SG1 2FQ

Hobbs Hill Wood Primary School,
Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8ER

Peartree Spring Primary School,
Stevenage, SG2 9GG

Springmead Primary School, Welwyn
Garden City, AL7 2HB

The Hub, Fleetville Junior School, 
St Albans, AL1 ALW

Hobbs Hill Wood Primary School,
Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8ER

Hobbs Hill Wood Primary School,
Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8ER

Peartree Spring Primary School,
Stevenage, SG2 9GG

School
Professionals

School
Professionals

School
Professionals

School
Professionals

Parents/Carers

Parents/Carers

School
Professionals

School
Professionals

Parking available
on site

Parking available
on site

Parking available on
roads near venue

Parking available on
roads near the venue

Parking available
on site

Parking available
on site

Parking available on
site

Parking available on
roads near venueFULL
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- Year 7 ONLY 

meet.google.com/hay-qjqv-aks

schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk

schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk

mailto:chloe.robertson-beckett@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://meet.google.com/hay-qjqv-aks?pli=1
mailto:schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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	You’ll be directing the flow of traffic onto and off the site, and provided with training and hi-vis vests. Just bring warm clothing and a helpful smile for our visitors! If you can join us, please email stagspta@gmail.com.
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	You may have seen in previous editions of STAGSLINK that the bathrooms have been refurbished – a project the PTA have been delighted to support with fundraising.
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	NOTICES
	Changes to School Opening Times and Bus Services
	CHANGES TO SCHOOL OPENING TIMES
	Please note that school will close at 12:20pm on Thursday 8 October 2026 to allow for preparations for Open Evening. 
	On Friday 9 October 2026, school starts with period 2 at 10am. 
	CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES on Thursday 8 October 2026
	School will close at 12:20pm.
	The school buses including the 84 bus will collect students at this time, all public buses will retain their usual timetable. 
	All other students will be expected to make their own way home. 


	CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES on Friday 9 October 2026
	School lessons will start at 10am.
	The Greenwood buses will collect students from their usual pick up points one hour later than usual
	The 84 bus will collect all students one hour and ten minutes later than usual.
	Other students will be expected to make their own arrangements to arrive at school in time for a 10am start. 

	Many thanks in advance for all of your support with our Open Evening event.
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